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Congress of the Ginited States 
Mouse of Mepresentatines = 


—Bashingin, B.C, 20515 oS 
July 25, 1978 


Dear Colleague: 


H.R. 7308, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, will be con- 
sidered on the Floor within the’ next two weeks. We believe that the 


bill is seriously flawed and therefore, if not substantially modified, 
it should be opposed. 


Under the guise of reform, this measure is an overreaction. It would 
take from the President the power to use electro-ic means to gather, 
in the United States, foreign intelligence information vital to our 
foreign policy and security interests. This presidential prerogative, 
based on sound constitutional principles, would be transferred to a 
newly establis’ ad "Special Court". An individual judge of this court 
would then be in a position to authorize -- or refuse to authorize -- 
foreign intelligence electronic surveillance. This is wrong. | 


Certainly, it cannot be denied that electronic surveillance in the 
national security area can be abused -- if unregulated. However, it _ 
is not the appropriate response to mandate a judicial warrant for such 
activities where directed against foreign powers ani their agents. A 
better, more reasoned approach would set Strict quidelines mandating 
written authorization from the most senior members of the Executive 
Branch, and it would establish meaningful congressional oversight. 


This subject needs sensitive treatment, for.we are dealing with impor- 

tant intelligence and counterintelligence activities which are vital to 
our foreign policy and security interests. The unprecedented injection 
of the courts is unnecessary and unwise, and it could very well unduly 

burden the legitimate activities of our intelligence agencies. 


For many reasons -~ which certainly cross party lines -- H.R. 7308 is a 
bad bill. Without substantial changes, H.R. 7308 should be opposed. 


Sincerely yours, 


( ob Wilson, California (B) Bob Sikes. Florida 


GL SF) Gb 


(>) Spprobed IRakeldse12004/05/05 : CIA-RDP81 MOOpspRAR0T 20440164-£:homa 


"Approved For Release 2004/05/05 : CIA-RDP81M00980R000700110104-8 


& ay 2 % a alt, so a 
{D) BitK Chappell, Jr.,Elopida a 
eee 
v4 


i , i 
5 Ly ar Y)} iJ M2 be 


{D) Joe JD. Waggoner, J ouisiana (R) Samuel L. Devine, Ohio 
5 ot pe ff ppt. < ( in fo : 
(0) W. 29 Poagg, Texas — (R)William Boone es 
t : Rh : y rs hi 
A ly 5b Prt 7 -— (f 
7 Vor Ae WWAEZ, 
(D) Edward J. Patten, N&w Jersey » 


A Sa id oto y 


— {p) Richard H. Ichord, Missouri (0) David E 


(R John M. Ashbrook, Ohio 


Car ’ 
x a; ; 


Full 


tf 


aw 


i ; 


tton, New York 


alifornia 


tik & 


ZORAEII: CROP RAY Kode 


. Approved For Reléase 2004/05/05 : CIA-RDP81M00980R000700110104-8 


(>) Dan Daniel, Virginia 


® eary J ar C plinoig we, 


i VO boo 
[LAP AK Ard Ge 
(R) W liam Dickinson Alabama 
yO = . MA. 
&®) Bill Young, FYorida- 4 


Von ee Sag: 


(R) pitt Wampler, Virginia i = 


R-(6 
O- 2] 


Approved For Release 2004/05/05 : CIA-RDP81M00980R000700110104-8 


